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FUNCTIONS RELATION TO 
CONTEXT

THE DESIGN IS ORGANISED IN RESPONSE TO TWO MAIN THEMES: THE 
CONTEXT AND THE PROGRAM. 

THE PROGRAM IS DIVIDED INTO A RESIDENTIAL AREA (STUDENT 
RESIDENCE) AND A PUBLIC AREA (MULTI-PURPOSE BLACK BOX). THE 
TWO AREAS ARE DELINEATED BY THE STEEP TOPOGRAPHY OF THE SITE: 
THE RESIDENTIAL AREA, ADJACENT TO THE CONVENT AND AT THE 
SAME TOPOGRAPHIC LEVEL, IS ACCESSED THROUGH A COURTYARD 
BOUND BY THE EXISTING HISTORICAL WALL. THE PUBLIC AREA, 
LOCATED 4.8M LOWER, IS ACCESSED FROM AN OPEN SQUARE FACING 
THE  MARKET OF SANTA CLARA. 

THE RESIDENTIAL AREA IS COMPOSED OF THREE BLOCKS AROUND A 
CENTRAL COURTYARD FACING THE PANTEAO NACIONAL. EACH BLOCK 
CONTAINS COMMON AREAS ON THE GROUND FLOOR AND TWO 
LEVELS OF ROOMS. THE UPPER FLOORS ARE DELINEATED BY AMPLE 
LOGGIAS THAT CONNECT THE STUDENTS WITH THE OUTDOORS, 
PROVIDE CLIMATIC COMFORT AND ACT AS CASUAL SOCIAL SPACES. 
THE FACADE OF THE LOGGIA ACTS AS A MEDIATOR BETWEEN THE 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND THE BUSY INTERIOR, ALLOWING A REGULAR 
FACADE INDEPENDENTLY OF THE BUILDING PROGRAM. 

CONVENT OF SAO VICENTE DE FORA
SITE
CAMPO DE SANTA CLARA
PUBLIC MARKET
PANTEAO NACIONAL 
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