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Description of the site and main characteristics

Zippaori is a large archaeological site which com-
prises remains of an ancient city which existed
more or less continuously for over 25 centuries.
The city existed since the Hellenistic period, when
it was mentioned by Josephus Flavius. In the 1st
century B.C.E., it was the Jewish capital of the Ro-
man Galilee. The site therefore comprises remains
of different historical periods, such as a Hellenistic
village, a Roman grid-planned city {including the
street layout, some homes and a theatre}, remains
of a Jewish town during the 3-4th centuries C.E.
(synagogue), Byzantine and Medieval Christian
and Crusader elements (fortress, 5. Anna church
and monastery, large basilica) and finally parts of
the Arab village which was destroyed in 1948,
such as the Muslim monastery.

The city is a significant Jewish site, as the Sanhed-
rin was based in the city during the 3rd-4th centu-
ries, when the Mishna was signed. It is also an im-

portant site for Christians, as Zippori is believed to
be the birthplace of the Virgin Mary.

Description of how the core subjects of the workshop are being present in the site ( Conservation, Mus-
eology, landscaping, presentation and interpretation of the Archaeology} :

Conservation: the main conservation challenge of the site of Zippari is its size (approximately 1x0.5km),
which makes it difficult to manage. Specifically, conservation problems include drainage issues, with
water poaling on the excavated paved or mosaic floors, which destroys the surface and the founda-
tions, and open trenches from unfinished excavations, which require constant conservation. In order to
protect the mosaic floors, two of the houses (House of the Nile and Dionysius) have been covered by
protective roofing and partially and totally enclosed, respectively. The mosaics themselves have been
heavily manipulated: the mosaic of the Nile has had concrete mixture injected through gaps to form a
concrete base underneath, which permanently modified its structure, while the Dionysius mosaic was
completely dismantled and remounted on a modern lightweight structure, which means that the lay-
out is no longer as it was found.

Museology: the museology of the site is composed of a scale model in the visitor centre and smaller
signs located near some of the remains. Nevertheless, the site is not easily understandable without a
guide, as the information given by the signage is only partial and does not allow visitors to paint the full
picture of the city. Instead, the existing installations and signage seem to focus on helping tour guides
explain their message. For example, the visitor centre features a large scale model in its central court-
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yard which replicates the whole site as it is. Even though the model could be a very useful tool to help
visitors understand the site, it is left unlabeled and therefore requires a tour guide to explain what the
different parts of the city are.

Besides the visitor centre, the site includes two smaller structures which could be considered part of the
museology. On the ane hand, the building which contains the Dionysius mosaic creates an enclosed
space which at the same time acts as a museum dedicated to the interpretation and history of the mo-
saic and attempts to spatially reconstruct the house in which it sat. On the other hand, the Crusader cit-
adel houses a multimedia museum dedicated to the history and content of the Mishna.

Presentation and interpretation of the archaeology: The site is characterized by a complex overlay of
layers accumulated over the course of more than 2,000 years. Nevertheless, the current narrative of the
site avoids dealing with the layered history of the site and is focused on the city’s role as the location
where the Mishna was signed. For example, the Crusader fortress and chapel are anachronically con-
verted into a museum about the Mishna, without references to the role or history of the building itself,
and both the basilica and the Muslim cemetery are left unexplained, inaccessible and partially buried.

Landscaping: The site is located on a beautiful agricultural landscape and there are outstanding views
from the hilltop, especially from the Crusader fortification. Near the visitor centre, the park includes a
botanical garden with local species from the Galilee and picnic tables, overlooking the surrounding
fields. Within the boundaries of the site, vegetation is generally scarce: there are a few trees scattered
around the hill but the plain area has very little vegetation.

Critical summary of the presentation by Prof. Lissovsky

The concept of National Park was born in the United States, where it is linked to the protection of the
natural landscape. Nevertheless, in Israel, the National Parks program is associated with cultural sites
and the construction of a national identity, following the 1948 Naticnal Plan, with sites meant to “forge
a bond between us and the land”.

The site of Beit Shearim was one of the earliest sites to be identified for the creation of a National Park.
With the remains of the Jewish town which housed the Sanhedrin in the 2nd century and large and or-
nate burial ground for sages and illustrious citizens, Beit Shearim is a symbol of the Jewish past and na-
tional identity, an “irrefutable evidence of the Jewish past”.

Lipa Yahalom and Dan Zur were the landscape architects responsible for the current landscape design
of the park. lllustrious architects which won the Israel National Prize, they believed in landscape as part
of the Zionist project, and designed 16 national parks during their 40 year partnership. Their caoncept for
Beit Shearim is based on the blending of nature and culture, to create a detached garden crowned by
cypress trees. The detailing of the intervention helped to tie it to its natural context thanks to the irrequ-
lar paving and rough lines, which mimicked the feelings created by the archaeology.
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Site plan by authors

View of the Roman streets with Basilica to the left

Sketeh: symbology of the Mosaic of the Nile
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Botanical garden and picnic area near
the visitor centre

Conservation issues: water paaling on
exposed mosaic floors

Roman theatre with reconstructed
proscenium and natural landscape
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Short description of the site and its main charac-
teristics

Megiddo is a complex archaeological site com-
posed of many layers which range from the year
1500 B.C.E. to approximately 500 B.C.E. The site
consists of the remains of a fortified town on a
man-made hill {tell). The different layers of history
have been unearthed by excavations from 1902,
which have rendered the site as one of the most
heavily excavated sites in the world. There are
three main phases of excavations: 1900s
(Schumaker, dug all the way to the natural stone),
1920s-30s (Rockefeller-sponsored excavation by
the University of Chicago, which is responsible for
the maost intrusive part of the excavations) and lat-
er excavations by Israeli universities from 1990s
onwards. The excavations have left a complex
landscape in which the different layers of the
“cake” are exposed to the weather.

The siteis listed as a World Heritage Site due to its
relationship with the Bible and as a site of cultural
exchange.

Description of how the core subjects of the workshop are being present in the site ( Conservation, Mus-
eology, landscaping, presentation and interpretation of the Archaeology} :

The site still predominantly reads as an archaeological site and the interpretation aids are scarce and
incomplete. The extensive excavations from the past century have caused conservation challenges,
mainly due to the erosion of the exposed archaeology and the deep digs, which are not supported by
retaining walls and threaten erosion and collapse.

The access to the site is off a main road which leads to a car park. From there, visitors walk to a small
cluster of buildings containing a gift shop, ticket office, toilets and cafeteria, located in a vegetated area
in the foot of the hill. The visitor path starts in a shaded picnic area, where visitors are confronted with
two paths, one which goes directly up the hill and another one which takes a softer gradient (this sec-
ond one is the official path). The path goes through remains of water system located outside the city
gates and finally reaches a Canaanite four-chambered gate, which is understood to be the earliest of a
large number of gates built more or less in the same place. In fact, immediately after the Canaanite gate
is another later gate from the Israeli period. The path continues up the hill towards the northern end of
the site, until the remains of the northern stables, and later borders the very deep archaeological dig of
the temple area until a shaded lookout over the valley; this is the paint in which the site of Armageddon
(final battle between good and evil according to Christian tradition) is visible. From there, the path
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leads visitors towards the remains of the granary, perhaps the most impressive structure which remains
on site, and anather set of stables (the stables have been lightly reconstructed to show the spatial distri-
bution and statues of horses have been placed to indicate their use). The end of the visit is through the
tunnels of the watering system, which we did not visit because they were flooded due to the rains. The
visitor paths is centered on the narrative of the city during Israeli times, and does not provide an under-
standing of the different layers beyond the existence of the two gates.

In terms of museology and presentation, the site is affected by a “distortion” caused by the Biblical
reading of the site; for example, the Israelite entry gate was originally associated with King Salomon
and, although later excavations have demonstrated the inaccuracy of this association, the gate is still
referred to as the Solomonic gate and is one of the main features of the musealization of the site. The
gate was partially destroyed during the archaeological excavations and it is now being reconstructed:
this recanstruction is mainly justified by the popular perception of the gate, as historically said gate was
not important and was probably in use only for 20 or 30 years.

Meggido has a very recognizable landscape composed by the many layers of the archaeology and a
large number of palm trees, grown from the date pits thrown by the excavation workers from the past
century. The palm trees help to create a recognizable image and provide much needed shading, but at
the same time their roots threaten the conservation of the archaeological remains. Meggido is linked to
the surrounding agricultural landscape through the legend of the Armageddon. The proposal to
straighten or widen the road which runs at the base of the hill could have a very significant impact in
the symbolic value of the site.

Critical summary of the presentation given on site by invited guests

The presentation by Matt, archaeologist from the American School of Archaeology, provided us with an
overview of the history of the site and the different elements on site, while explaining the challenges of
working in a complex site which is currently a touristic attraction.

Matt explained that the popular story of the site, as told by touristic guides, has influenced the way the
archaeolagical digs have been carried out, with best selling elements, such as the stables, remains of
the temple and granary being preserved mostly for their touristic appeal. This decision by the park
management has caused frustration amongst archaeologists, who would like to continue the excava-
tions to find historically significant and older remains.

He also explained the conservation challenges of the site, which include the huge cuts created by the
1920s excavation which threaten the stability of the remains, the water pooling at the bottom of exca-
vation pits and the erosion of exposed archaeology. Because of this, many excavated areas are immedi-
ately back-filled after finishing the research.

He explained the importance of leaving parts of the site untouched for future archaeologists, which
might be able to get more information with newer technologies. This had been the case with the dis-
coveries from the Chicago excavation: newer technologies have allowed the current excavations to find
more accurate information than those of the 1920s, and this was only possible because the Chicago ex-
cavations had left large parts of the site untouched.
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Short description of the site and its main characteristics -
please indicate the values reflected from the site:

Starting from the very etimology of the name, Caesarea Mari-
tima suggests the relation of the site to the roman emperor
Caesar Augustus as well as its immediate position at the
ocean coastline, This historical and geographical context de-
termined the development of the site, but also its added con-
temporary reinterpretation, Layered and complex, as many
locations we have visited, Caesarea is telling an evolutive sto-
ry of many periods of its existence and turbulent history. Itis
exermnplar of Roman constructive abilities, and tells about their
social life as well {reconstructed theatre) which is the layer
chosen to be most represented, one dating to the 1st century
BC when the land was awarded to Herod the Great as the Ro-
man ruler of Judea territory. The modern and multimedia visi-
tor centre is accommaodated within the ancient structure, and
the passage near water is showing the narrative of some less-
interpreted remains, as well as its crucial relationship to the
near-by sea. Caesarea is among the most visited parks man-
aged by Israel Nature and Parks Authority, due to its historical
relevance and geographical position. As it is mentioned on
the official website the reason for its declaration was ‘a
cultural centinuity of 2,500 years of history “ and ‘preserving
values of nature, landscape and histori¢ legacy’.

Description of how the core subjects of the workshop are being present in the site ( Conservation, Mus-
eology, landscaping, presentation and interpretation of the Archaeology} :

Interventions seen at Caesarea are less of conservative nature, and mare of restorative one. Reinterpre-
tations are at times not subtle, as noticed in the case of theatre reconstructed in concrete that is today
used to host events, or the visitor centre that the ancient layer used barely as a frame for all the new
materiality added in a somehow invasive way. However, we cannot deny that it guaranteed the visita-
tion, comprehension and usage of the space.

The remains along the contempaorary path along the seaside have been left and represented in more of
a conservative manner, with minimal interventions {mosaics, hippodrome, bath house etc.). The site al-
so houses one of the world’s most unique underwater museums, offering the diving experience and
exploration of sunken port heritage. Its 3-dimensional reconstruction is done digitally and hasn’t affect-
ed the original findings. However, harsh seaside environment does require unusual conservation
measures: covering of mosaic floors in Herodes’ palace with a layer of gravel, addition of sacrificial ren-
der over the frescoes of the hippodrome wall. Reduction in sand levels due to the canstruction of the
Aswan Dam has uncovered the underwater archaeological remains, putting them at risk of damage by
waves and storms.

From a professional point of view, the scale and methodology of interventions may be dubious, howev-
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er, it has become an attractive point for both locals and tourists, and the lively historic city is still rele-
vant and meaningful nowadays. Eventification has created pressure to add new urban elements and
invasive reconstruction, as well as a need to accommodate a high-tech representative layer withing the
old fabric.

The life of the site hasn’t been continuously glorious, but as mainly represented period has been chosen
the most relevant and prosperous one, the Roman city of Herod the Great. In addition, visibility has
been assigned to Byzantine villa and church, Crusader period military architecture and remains of Bos-
nian village that today hosts shops and galleries—it is part extremely commercialized but ensures the
continuous use of heritage, even though somewhat in a negligent and destructive manner. The role of
the private sector and their invested financial means has compromised the ethics of professionals that
should give conservation greater priority than creating added values that are contradictory to the exist-
ing ones that have been put in the second plan. Is authenticity selling well? Caesarea has given the al-
ternative answer, the one that has placed the site high on the market, but does not respect the basic
criteria of authenticity and reversibility as the main guidance for interventions.

Landscape desigh, on the contrary, has taken a distanced and respectful view toward the existing, val-
orizing the natural values as perhaps the most representative ones, placing the path right next to the
sea, and leaving the vast, fragile territory of ruins for nonhierarchical exploration, in the same way one
explores the underwater remains. One of the Mediterranean issues is certainly shadow, but the addi-
tional elements have been minimally added. On the contrary, right next to the entrance, groups have
been provided an adequate protected space enriched with a scale model and near-by facilities.

Critical summary of the presentation given on site by invited guests

From the aspect of conservation practice, the invited guest reported that Caesarea ‘has perhaps taken
some steps too far’ when talking of contemporary visitors centre and a heavy concrete reconstruction
of an ancient theatre, not even following the conditions as it was completely. A large part of the presen-
tation was focused on the construction of the visitor centre, housed in the collapsed vaults of the tem-
ple basement. In order to ensure structural stability, each of the kulkar stones had to be checked indi-
vidually in order to reuse as much material as possible, as kulkar {soft sedimentary stone found near the
sea) can na longer be quarried due to envircnmental regulations. When new stones are needed, a “new
kulcar” stone has been developed, which is a mix of concrete, sand and kulkar aggregate. Kulkaris a
soft stone with 3-4 MPa strength; this caused issues in the reconstruction, as the engineers required in-
jecting mortar of 15MPa strength, which, being much stronger than the stone, would force the deterio-
ration of the original materials. From this we can learn an important principle: always use materials
which are weaker than the originals in order to avoid deterioration.

The landscape architect has noted that the approach taken from Shlomo Aronson was visionary and
exemplary, dealt with a complex archeological heritage with a special emphasis on natural elements,
and sea as the strongest one, while simultaneously creating viewpgoints to admire the vast site of histor-
ical importance and architectural heritage elements. The path has created an experiential narrative in
which the visitor becomes a protagonist in the space - it is a theme as relevant today as was foreseen at
the time of the landscape design interventions.
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Sketch: museum room within visitor centre
Roman Caesarea Maritima by Edward Hays
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